
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter 1: 17.09.18 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
The new year has started really positively. A warm welcome to all our children in Year 1 (Chestnut and 
Willow classes) and to children who have started in other year groups. Our school is almost full! We also 
welcome two teachers, Evy Baez in Year 1 and Matthew Fricker in year 5 and four new teaching 
assistants; Ellen Bloxham, Priya Bountra, Hannah Mumford, all in Year 1 and Rosie Robins in Year 4. They 
have all made an excellent start and we hope they will enjoy being part of our team. Welcome also to all 
our new parents and families. I have greeted many of you on the gate in the mornings and hope to get to 
know all the names by Christmas! 
 I will write a newsletter every few weeks and it will never be longer than one side of A4! I know you are 
all busy and need to access information quickly. Please look out for other memos, reminders and trip 
letters. We try to keep you fully informed. 
 
Here are some dates and notices: 

v Harvest Festival. We are having our Harvest Festival service in St Mary and St John church on 
Monday 25 September at 10.00 and everyone is warmly welcome to attend. Our harvest 
collection will be for The Porch centre on the corner of Essex Road which provides support for 
vulnerable adults in a variety of ways, including home cooked meals served in a café style setting. 
Please can you bring donations to school of any of the following:  
angel delight, evaporated milk, coffee (including decaff), instant drinking chocolate, cooking oil, olive oil, 
corned beef, tinned ham, hot dog sausages, gravy granules and red Oxo cubes, orange squash, plain 
flour, rice pudding, tinned sponge puddings, salad cream and pickle, sugar (all types), honey, tinned 
custard and custard powder, tinned rhubarb and plums, tinned tomatoes, tomato and brown sauce, 
vinegar and non-biological automatic washing powder. Or any other non-perishable foods you can spare!   
The centre is very grateful for all donations which keep them going in the coming months. Thank you very 
much. 

v School uniform. There are a number of children coming to school in clothing with sports logos and 
assorted colourful tops. We expect children to come to school in a white or navy top (shirt, tee 
shirt etc.), grey or black trousers or joggers. Items with the school logo are available via the 
Brigade website – www.brigade.uk.com - but it is also fine to buy clothing from high street shops. 
I don’t want to get draconian about uniform enforcement but it is not okay to ignore the fact that 
we have a uniform (introduced before my time after a parent consultation!). 

v Our first parents’ assembly at Key Stage 2 will be on Friday 5th October at 9.10 with Year 6 (Lime 
and Holly) classes leading the assembly. We’ve already had a couple of Key Stage 1 assemblies 
and it’s great to see so many families attending. Thank you also to our PTA who serve 
refreshments beforehand in the famous pop up café. 

v We have a training day on Friday 12 October so the week beginning Monday 8 October will be a 
four day week. 

v We are in need of more parent volunteers for our Cycle Safety training scheme which we run for 
Year 6 children to keep them safe on the road. This is not a big time commitment as the courses 
are quite short. Please speak to the office if you can spare a bit of time. 

v Please walk, scoot or cycle to school if at all possible. We ask drivers to use the free car park on 
Meadow Lane by the Sea Scouts hut and walk the short distance to the school. We monitor the 
traffic by the school gates but it does get very congested and dangerous at times, particularly on 
the corner at the top of Bedford Street. 
Best wishes, Liz Burton 


