
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Newsletter 2: 8.10.18 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
We have had a busy few weeks and it is now just two weeks to the first half term break. This week is a 
four day week for the children as Friday 12 October is an in-service training days for teachers. Our new 
children in Willow and Chestnut classes have made an excellent start, settling quickly into all the routines 
which make up life at Mary and John. 
We had a lovely harvest service in St Mary and St John church on Monday 24 September and thank you 
to everyone who joined us and to everyone for their harvest contributions. We have a generous 
collection to take to The Porch Centre and this will be a huge help over the coming winter months. 
Thank you to our Year 6 children who led our sharing assembly for parents on Friday 5 October. They 
shared with us some of their writing inspired by their topic on World War 2, including their visit to the 
Steam Museum in Swindon. We also had an individual harp performance which made a beautiful start to 
our assembly. We have some of our musical children playing us into and out of assemblies during the 
week. The children show confidence in performing to an audience and we hope it may encourage some 
children to take up an instrument. 
Here are some dates and notices: 
 

 School uniform. I mentioned this in my first newsletter but we continue to see some children 
coming to school with sports logos and colourful tops. Please support us by sending your children 
to school in appropriate clothing. We expect children to come to school in a white or navy top 
(shirt, tee shirt etc.), grey or black trousers or joggers. Items with the school logo are available via 
the Brigade website – www.brigade.uk.com - but it is also fine to buy clothing from high street 
shops. However, some children have made an effort recently so thank you to them and keep it 
up! 
 

 There has been a lot of drug activity around Meadow Lane and surrounding areas e.g. the Kidneys, 
during the summer and at the beginning of this term. We have spoken with the police and our site 
manager, Grahame Godby, attended an open meeting recently. The police are monitoring the 
area but please be vigilant when out and about as, unfortunately, there has been drug debris left 
in the nature reserve. Our school playground has not been affected but we still check the site 
daily. The Mary and John churchyard is also a target and some parents expressed concern after 
the recent harvest service when the whole school walked through the churchyard. Father Phil has 
met with the council and the police and some churchyard entrances are now closed off.  We have 
also invited a police officer to come in and talk to the children about safety issues. 
 

 Magdalen Road Church are very excited about their plans for the development of the Irving 
Building, which they are renaming The Old Schoolhouse, as a hub at the heart of the unique East 
Oxford community. They are keen to share their ideas and have a public consultation on Friday 12 
October between 2.00 and 8.00 in their existing chapel on Magdalen Road. Pleased drop in if you 
are passing or check out their website which is oldschoolhouseoxford.org or get in touch with 
design_team@mrcoxford.org. 
 

 Our PTA Annual General Meeting is today, Monday 8 October at 7.30, in the small hall. Tea, 
biscuits, cheese and wine will be available. Please feel welcome to come along. 

Best wishes, Liz Burton 

http://www.brigade.uk.com/

