
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
We hope you had a wonderful summer break and are ready for the start of Year 1! A warm 
welcome to you all, especially those new to SSMJ. The Year 1 team are excited for the year 
ahead, and we hope you are too! We have enjoyed getting to know you and your children a little 
already during the transition events of last term. 
 
Alongside this letter you will find our Year 1 Term 1 Curriculum map. You will receive a new map 
every term, outlining the story of the term and what we will be learning across the curriculum. Our 
story this term is Little Red Riding Hood. We will be using our story to enhance our speech and 
language skills and explore different animals! Later on in the term we will also enjoy some 
alternative traditional tales, where the characters we know take on very different roles – not all 
wolves are bad!  
 
Once the children have settled into Year 1, we will provide each child with a guided reading book 
suited to their level and a reading diary. Once these have been issued, the children will read to 
their teacher once a week and their book will be changed. They may also read with other adults 
or helpers during the week. Please feel free to read other books, poems, comics that your child 
enjoys alongside these. We believe it is vital at this early age that children foster a love of reading 
and find enjoyment in reading and being read to.  
 
Successful reading relies upon a partnership between home and school. Year 1 children benefit 
greatly from reading with a parent/carer on a daily basis. This not only increases confidence with 
phonics and reading, but also writing too. Any comments or observations can be noted in your 
child’s reading diary. Please ensure that your child brings in their Guided Reading book and 
reading diary on their reading day (these will be displayed outside the classrooms). 
 
PE will take place once a week, on Wednesdays (Willow) and Tuesdays (Chestnut). PE 
clothes (e.g. shorts, T-shirt) are advised but not compulsory.   We would also advise children to 
bring in a named water bottle and healthy morning snack for the day ahead. Children can then 
take these out to play with them. School dinners are free to KS1 children, and the three choices 
will be written on the classroom boards each morning. You will be able to access the menu on the 
school website.  
 
As mentioned at the parents meetings in Term 6, if you would be interested in helping out in Year 
1 this year (outdoor learning, trips, listening to readers) we would be incredibly grateful. This 
would require you to have a DBS certification to work with children. If you already have one, or 
would like to apply for one, please speak to Ruth Tarry in the main office.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher, we are 
looking forward to getting to know you all!   
 
Best wishes, 
 
The Year 1 Team 
 
Evy Baez        Becca Edwards 


