
 

Risk Assessment for Reopening School during Covid-19 Pandemic 

 

Whilst it is the ideal that pupils will keep a two metre distance apart from each other, the 

government states that, unlike older children and adults, early years and primary age 

children cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff. 

 

Risk: Virus transmission through normal school routines 

Actions to mitigate risk 

- Reduced number of children to attend. Only children in Y1, Y6 as well as the groups 
outlined by the government will be invited to attend. 

- Each group will be given a specific time that they should arrive and leave the school. 
- One parent will be able to drop their child/children at a given school access point. No 

parents will be able to enter the site. Parents will be informed not to congregate at the 
school gates. 

- All children will be taught about social distancing and the importance of maintaining high 

levels of hygiene.  

- Each group will be given a specific classroom to use. They will not be able to go to other 
classrooms. 

- Children will access their classroom through an external classroom door. 
- Children will be split into groups. There will be a maximum of 15 in each group. These groups 

will be kept the same each day.  
- Children will not be able to spend time with children who are not in their newly defined 

groups.  
- Tables within the classroom will be spread out as far as possible. 2 metres if possible. 
- Children will only be able to access the toilets one at a time. 
- Each group will be given a specific time and location for their breaks and lunch breaks. 

Children will not be able to interact with other groups of children during this time. 
- Staff will meet for break times in consistent groups in specified areas with refreshment and 

washing up facilities. 
- Staff will use specified entrances. 
- Staff will arrive at staggered times. 
- Staff will limit the time they spend with parents and carers at the beginning and end of the 

day. 
 

 

 

 



 

Risk: Contraction of virus in specific groups 

Actions to mitigate risk 

- Children who are considered clinically extremely vulnerable will not attend. 
- The parents of children who are considered clinically vulnerable should seek medical advice 

as to whether their child should attend.  
- Children who live with someone who is considered to be clinically extremely vulnerable are 

very unlikely to attend as strict social distancing is not going to be possible.  
- Children who live with someone who is considered clinically vulnerable can attend school. 

 

 

Risk of virus transmission in the physical environment (cleaning and hygiene) 

Actions to mitigate risk 

- The school will follow the COVID-19: cleaning of non-healthcare settings guidance. 
- All adults and children will clean their hands on arrival at the setting, before and after eating, 

before and after breaks, after sneezing or coughing and when exiting the site. 
- Adults and children will be encouraged not to touch their mouth, eyes and nose. 
- All adults and children will use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for tissue 

waste (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’). 
- All unnecessary items from classrooms and other learning environments will be removed. 

This will include soft toys or anything that is difficult to clean.  
- Staff will consider how to encourage young children to learn and practise these habits 

through games, songs and repetition. 
- Bins for tissues will be emptied throughout the day. 
- Where possible, all spaces will be well ventilated using natural ventilation (opening windows 

and doors). 
- Children will not be able to share equipment. Equipment can be shared for more practical 

activities if it can be cleaned thoroughly after use.  
- Posters and lessons will be used to raise awareness of good hygiene and staying safe.  

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings

