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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have reached the end of a challenging term at the end of an extraordinary year. I feel quite 
overwhelmed by the enormity of what we have all lived though in the past few months. It is impossible to 
sum it up in a few words.  
There are many thank yous as we have achieved such a lot despite significant difficulties. I am astounded 
by our school community’s efforts during this time. I’ve started each day with children skipping into 
school and parents and carers giving me smiles and a friendly word. We had some staff dressed as a 
Christmas present, a snowflake and a Christmas tree on the gate today. The best I’ve managed has been a 
Santa hat for the Christmas lunches! 
This effort is reflective of our superb staff who I cannot praise and thank enough. They have kept going, 
even while needing to isolate, and made learning fun and engaging. They haven’t had the usual dilution 
of trips, carol concerts and other seasonal events outside of school. We did, however, have a puppet  
show this week in the car park for several year groups, and year 6 watched The Old Vic’s Christmas Carol 
live streamed. Thanks to our PTA for paying for these treats. We also had a festive Christmas lunch in the 
main hall with Christmas hats, headbands and jumpers. The children looked great! 
A huge triumph is the school nativity, written for bubbles, An Angel, A Star and A Stable, up on our 
website. It is highly professional thanks to Lee Pendle (www.leependle.com), who gave his time freely to 
film the show, and to the Key Stage 1 team, led by Becca Edwards, for their dedication in doing a nativity 
so beautifully, even during a pandemic! I hope it brings lots of joy. I admit to several tears whilst 
watching.  
The PTA virtual Winter Fair is yet another triumph. It’s been a huge success with jolly jars, calendars, 
cards, crafts, hampers and more. We’ve yet to hear the grand total but I think we’re in for a lovely 
surprise. Thanks to everyone for their indefatigable spirit. 
Thank you to our governors who have worked very hard all term with all their usual meetings, virtual and 
face to face, covering all aspects of school life. They have recently gathered views on home learning and 
your feedback is really helpful. We are glad to hear that Seesaw is a successful platform and a big 
improvement on the home learning earlier in the year. 
I am optimistic that next year brings a happier and more settled time for us all with a return, in time, to a 
more normal life. I know the Christmas break will be different, scaled down and perhaps low key, but I 
hope you can get some relaxation, rest and reflection time.  
We will be back at school, all being well, on TUESDAY 5 JANUARY. I will look forward to seeing you then. 
Please take care during the next two weeks. 
 
I will leave you with a quote form Michelle Obama, former First lady of the USA.  
You may not always have a comfortable life and you will not always be able to solve all of the world’s 
problems at once but don’t ever underestimate the importance you can have because history has shown 
us that courage can be contagious and hope can take on a life of its own 
 

My very best wishes, and heartfelt thanks, 

Liz Burton 


