
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 19th November 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It’s been another busy couple of weeks in school!  

 

We have had lots of visitors recently from other schools. They have all 

commented on the lovely atmosphere and environment, particularly the 

high levels of engagement across the school.  

 

One visitor emailed after their visit to say, 

‘Classrooms were calm, quiet and 

purposeful. All children were being 

supported well, and there was a fully 

inclusive approach in every year group. The 

promotion of reading, as both a necessity 

and for pleasure was clearly evident.’ What 

lovely feedback to receive!  

 

I have been lucky enough to be able to spend time in every class over the last week, 

and there is such a vibrant learning environment, something we should be very 

proud of - well done Mary and John School! 

 

Thank you for supporting the Roving Bookshop last week. It was 

lovely to see the children’s eyes light up as they browsed the 

books. The older children (our librarians) spent some time with 

the younger ones, helping them to choose, and the teachers 

were all allocated money to pick three books to read to their 

class for pleasure. 

 

 

For every pound you spent, the school received commission, and 

we now have over £600 to spend on books for school. Thank you! 

 



 

 

 

 Last week, our school participated in 'Maths Week England 

2021'. There were daily challenges to solve, stories and 

video puzzles presented online by mathematicians, 

competitions and online maths workshops to enjoy.  

All year groups had the opportunity to participate in some 

of the many activities available and our daily breaktime 

'Maths Club' was lucky enough to win a prize by submitting 

an answer to one of the puzzles! The challenges can still be 

enjoyed on the 'hands-on' maths display. Thank you to Ms 

Watkins for all her enthusiasm! 

 

Congratulations to the 

boy’s football team, who 

showed great sporting 

conduct, winning 2:1 

against Tyndale Community 

School last week.  It was 

great fun supporting the 

girl’s football team last 

night as they played St Nicholas’ School. Well done on your 4:0 win       Thank you to Mr Fricker and Miss Clarkson 

for organising and shepherding the children, and to everyone who came to support yesterday!  

 

Thank you for the hamper donations last week! It was a wonderful haul and hampers 

are being prepared as we speak by the Winter Fair-ies. They are available to order on 

the webshop. Thank you for all of your offers to help during the day! 

 

We are excited to be returning to the Oxford 

Playhouse for the Panto on December 1st. Thank 

you to the PTA for funding the coaches for lower 

school.  

 

We have seen a large reduction in the number of cars coming down Bedford Street in the 

mornings. Thank you! Collectively, we are helping the children to feel safer as they arrive 

at school. Please do continue to use the free public car park in Meadow Lane 

(Donnington Bridge Road end). It is only a 5-minute walk from school and makes 

for a quicker and safer drop off by avoiding the heavily pedestrianised Bedford 

Street.  

We are looking forward to seeing you all on Monday and Wednesday next week for Parent Consultations. Please 

do pop by and say hello. Have a lovely weekend! 

With best wishes, 

 

Headteacher 

https://maryjohnpta.squarespace.com/shop

