
 

 

 

 

Curriculum design and coverage 

We are committed to making St Mary & St John an inclusive environment, fostering curiosity, spirituality, creativity and respect. At 
our school we want everyone to be valued, to explore the joy of learning, and to achieve their full potential. Children at St Mary 
and St John celebrate the richness of diversity within our school community. They are confident, empathetic, and resilient, able to 
take measured risks with a sense of self-belief. We strive to empower the children at school, motivating them in an environment 
where they feel valued and understand the power of being inquisitive. When they leave us, they will be enthusiastic life-long 
learners who are ambitious, courageous and able to build positive, healthy relationships. 

 

Intent of St Mary and St John’s Curriculum 

 Engages children in memorable learning experiences which encourage, stretch and support them on their journey to realise 

their full potential. 

 Accessible for all children, providing opportunities for discussion, exploration and risk taking. 

Implementation of St Mary and St John’s Curriculum 

 Sequencing of lessons provides small steps in learning which build on prior learning experiences, allowing children to make 

cross-curricular links. 

 Lessons balance skills and knowledge. 

 Meaningful experiences in learning provide rich learning opportunities. 

 Understanding there is no ceiling on learning, having high expectations for all children. 

Impact of St Mary and St John’s Curriculum  

 Establish a sense of belonging to the school and community with an ability to respect the rights of, and be inclusive of, others. 

 Children make connections in their learning. 

 Children succeed in their learning, no matter their starting point and develop a life-long love of learning. 

 Children are resilient, feeling confident and safe to take risks. 

 Children make meaningful, positive relationships, with both adults and children. 

 

Intent of St Mary and St John’s D.T. Curriculum  

● The D.T. curriculum at our school intends to make links between maths, science, computing and art. Children should be able 

to transfer skills acquired in these subjects and apply them in a practical context.  

● The food and nutrition objectives within the D.T. curriculum aim to instil a love of cooking in pupils, as well as an 

understanding of healthy eating and seasonality. Children should be exposed to a different cooking technique in each 

project they undertake at our school.  

● Through teaching D.T. at our school, we hope children learn to critique, evaluate and test their ideas in a reflective way. We 

aim to give children adequate time to reflect on how their project is going / has gone. 

● We intend for children to develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks and to 

participate in an increasingly technological world. 

● Through teaching D.T. we aim to help children build their resilience when faced with challenges. 

Implementation of  St Mary and St John’s D.T. Curriculum 

● Children are given opportunities to apply their mathematical understanding of measurement and angles, into practical 

projects based on the construction of complex structures. 

● Children are given opportunities to apply their scientific understanding of forces into mechanical projects involving gears, 

pulleys, cams, levers and linkages. They are also encouraged to use electrical systems in their products, applying their 

understanding of series circuits, which incorporate switches, bulbs, buzzers and motors. 

● Children are given opportunities in computing lessons to programme, monitor and control their products. They also apply 



 

 

their understanding of debugging and testing computers.  

● Children are encouraged to draw upon their artistic skills during D.T. lessons, particularly when considering the aesthetic 

qualities of the products they are designing. Children are required to select appropriate materials and ingredients based on 

the colours and textures in their designs.  

● Over the six years spent at our school, children complete three different cooking projects. All three projects have a healthy 

eating focus and teach skills such as chopping, blending, mixing, baking and chilling.  

● D.T. projects are carried out in a three-step process: design, make and evaluate. Typically, this takes place over a minimum 

of three days to ensure the children are fully immersed in the project.  

● Three times a year, children are provided with opportunities to design products that solve real problems and have functions 

that are relevant to the modern-day world.  

● Teachers model risk taking through a trial-and-error approach. Children are encouraged to overcome obstacles by trying a 

different approach. Giving up is not an option!  

 

Impact of St Mary and St John’s D.T. Curriculum 

● Children can make links between maths, science, computing art and D.T. They understand the importance of all of these 

subjects due to their cross curricular ‘connectedness’. 

● Pupils are equipped with a crucial life skill by learning to cook at school.  

● Children understand the importance of self-evaluation and reflection, as a way of improving their future work. 

● Children recognise the importance of design and technology; in that every piece of technology around us has been through 

a rigorous design process before it is made available to us as consumers.  

● Children become more innovative as a result of the projects they undertake. They leave our school as enterprising citizens. 

● Children of all genders become more likely to pursue careers in engineering, as they enter secondary school with more of an 

interest in tech-subjects, as well as a view of themselves as technically minded.  

 


