
 

 

 

 

Curriculum design and coverage 

We are committed to making St Mary & St John an inclusive environment, fostering curiosity, spirituality, creativity and respect. 
At our school we want everyone to be valued, to explore the joy of learning, and to achieve their full potential. Children at St 
Mary and St John celebrate the richness of diversity within our school community. They are confident, empathetic, and resilient, 
able to take measured risks with a sense of self-belief. We strive to empower the children at school, motivating them in an 
environment where they feel valued and understand the power of being inquisitive. When they leave us, they will be 
enthusiastic life-long learners who are ambitious, courageous and able to build positive, healthy relationships. 
 

Intent of St Mary and St John’s Curriculum 

● Engages children in memorable learning experiences which encourage, stretch and support them on their journey to realise 

their full potential. 

● Accessible for all children, providing opportunities for discussion, exploration and risk taking. 

Implementation of St Mary and St John’s Curriculum 

● Sequencing of lessons provides small steps in learning which build on prior learning experiences, allowing children to make 

cross-curricular links. 

● Lessons balance skills and knowledge. 

● Meaningful experiences in learning provide rich learning opportunities. 

● Understanding there is no ceiling on learning, having high expectations for all children. 

Impact of St Mary and St John’s Curriculum  

● Establish a sense of belonging to the school and community with an ability to respect the rights of, and be inclusive of, 

others. 

● Children make connections in their learning. 

● Children succeed in their learning, no matter their starting point and develop a life-long love of learning. 

● Children are resilient, feeling confident and safe to take risks. 

● Children make meaningful, positive relationships, with both adults and children. 

English: 

Intent: 

At St Mary and St John C of E Primary School our English curriculum is underpinned by our school aim ‘let everything you do be 

done in love’    

Reading, writing and drama lies at the heart of our English work and through our rich topic- based curriculum we are dedicated 

to enabling our pupils to become lifelong readers and writers and to foster a love of language and literature using quality texts 

and books to inspire, excite and engage our children. 

Implementation: 

The English curriculum is cross-curricular and skills-based, and provides many purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and 

discussion. Our curriculum closely follows the aims of the National Curriculum for English 2014.Teaching blocks focus on fiction, 

non-fiction and poetry.  

We implement by: 

•Using high-quality core texts and a wide range of supportive texts to inspire, excite and engage pupils to appreciate not only 

our British literary heritage but also literature from the wider world and other cultures. 

•Providing regular opportunities to benefit from a range of trips, experiences and events to act as a stimulus for pupils to read 

and write meaningfully and with purpose. 

•Teachers creating a positive reading and writing culture in school, where both are promoted, enjoyed and considered ‘a 

pleasure’ for all pupils and staff. 



 

 

•Pupils in EYFS and KS1 having daily phonics sessions follow the Read Write Inc approach to teaching Reading and Phonics, 

supplemented with additional reading materials. Our approach is systematic, consistent and rigorous in order that all children 

become readers as quickly as possible. In KS2, when children have completed the RWI programme, they develop deeper reading 

skills.  

•Every class has weekly access to our beautiful library with an up-to-date selection of books to provide quality reading materials 

for all children to promote reading for enjoyment. 

•Year 1s spellings are linked to the phonics programme and Year 2- 6, use Purple Mash Spelling Scheme, linked to the NC age-

appropriate spellings. Homework is set on Purple Mash followed by a weekly dictation test. The use of a dictionary and 

thesaurus is encouraged. 

Planning Guided Reading sessions in all classes either whole class or group work. In these lessons, pupils explore a novel/book, 

developing their reading skills and their ability to understand the author’s intent, connections and links to their own 

experiences.   

•Encouraging our pupils to contribute to their local community through writing projects and to write purposeful texts linked to 

global issues, such as climate change. 

•Equipping children with the skills to edit and improve their work. 

•Using Drama across the curriculum to explore and engage children in their learning by motivating children to write for a range 

of purposes, explore, discuss and deal with difficult issues and express their emotions in a supportive environment.  

•Promoting vocabulary through displays in class, all curriculum areas, enhancing and encouraging a wider use of vocabulary. 

•Displaying writing, in class, shared areas and on the school website, giving a purpose and audience, to encourage pride in work 

and to show that work is valued. 

•Organising reading, writing and drama events (throughout the year) to encourage and promote enjoyment and opportunities 

to develop lifelong learning. 

Progression 

Our English curriculum content follows a clear sequence of progression to enable children to build confidence. Teaching is 

designed to help learners to remember in the long term the content they have been taught and to integrate new knowledge into 

larger concepts. Teachers create their own topic-based half-termly medium- term plans, based upon a core text or a selection of 

high-quality shorter texts, adapting these plans to suit the needs of their classes and their interests.  

Assessment  

Assessment for Learning is embedded in literacy lessons and children are active in reviewing the successes in their work and 

identifying, with support from their teacher, target areas for development to ensure a continuous and individualised approach 

to improving their work. In writing, at the end of each unit of work children produce a final draft on yellow paper which is used 

as an assessment piece. These are used to inform teachers’ planning, engage children in the process of their learning and enable 

teachers to demonstrate to children not only the skills that they are required to utilise but also what steps they need to take to 

‘close the gap’ between where their writing is now, and where it could be. Pupils also take part in regular Phonics assessments in 

Year 1, as well as reading assessments (PIRA) from Year 2-6 in term 2,4 and 6 to assess their progress against their year group’s 

specific skills. Grammar, Spellings and Punctuation tests (GAPS) take place in term 2,4 and 6 for Years 2-6. 

 

Impact: 

 By the time children leave SSMJ they are competent readers and writers who have a passion for literature and reading and are 

confident to take risks in their reading and writing. They can recommend books to their peers, participate in discussions about 

books, including evaluating an author’s use of language and the impact this can have on the reader. They can also read books to 

enhance their knowledge and understanding of all subjects on the curriculum and communicate their research to a wider 

audience. In a safe and encouraging environment, children develop into confident communicators who illuminate the goodness 

in each other by listening, speaking with kindness and empathy and explaining with clarity and confidence. 


