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Dear St Mary & St John Parents and Carers,

ARTS EDITION

As you may be aware, we were awarded the Gold Artsmark by the Arts Council in December. This is not a small
achievement by any means; we are the only primary school in our local partnership who hold this award.

We are incredibly passionate about the arts, believing them to provide
children with a creative outlet to explore and express their emotions.

They can help to build resilience and develop social skills, while § , “We've achieved i
promoting cultural awareness and understanding. For many children S — _our Artsmark
the arts boost academic achievement by helping children to access Award!
learning in a creative way. We know that the arts help to improve [ -—°

mental health and wellbeing, something we are very passionate about ekt

at St I\/Iary & St John. #CelebrateArtsmark

To celebrate all we have achieved, | wanted to take this opportunity to share some of the great things we are doing in
school to promote engagement in the arts, and to develop well rounded learners in school. Next step? To keep the
arts going strong, and maybe...just maybe...to start building towards the platinum award in 3 years time!

ART & DESIGN

Our art specialists, Sarah Blackwell and Ali Moreton, introduced a new art curriculum based on Access Art’s resources.
This has helped us to provide lively, authentic and interesting art lessons and introduced our children to a wide range
of artists from across the world. Our aim is to give our children the skills and confidence to create experimental,
thoughtful and individual outcomes.The photos above show the broad range of art media we introduce the children
to, from paint to tie-dye, mosaics and sewing.

DANCE

We LOVE to dance at Mary & John and will take any opportunity to spin and strike a pose! Recently, fifty-two children
have diligently given up their lunch times to learn a dance to represent our school in the Oxfordshire Schools Dance
Festival. They gave a fabulous performance on Monday at the New Theatre! Mrs Rani's Bollywood Club is also very
popular. In the summer, we will once again attempt a whole school dance on the field, involving every child in a unique
way.



MUSIC

Each class spends at least an hour per week learning musical skills. In Year 2, every child is given a recorder to keep as
they learn to play (I'm never sure if parents see this as a gift or not!). Years 3 and 6 are learning to play the ukulele as
part of our Whole Class Ensemble Teaching curriculum offer. Mrs Godby's recorder club is ever popular and the choir
is in constant demand with 'gigs' already booked for The Big Summer Sing and Festival of Voices. Additionally, more
than 75 co-curricular peripatetic music lessons take place across the week with all orchestral families represented, as
well as piano, voice and guitar. Once a term, we rock out at the iRock concert where bands made up of children from
different year groups perform to the whole school. Perhaps unsurprisingly, we have been awarded the Music Mark in
recognition of our commitment to providing a high-quality musical education for all children.
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DRAMA

Drama is integral in many English lessons, hooking the children into their learning and enabling them to explore key
themes and aspects of text in class. It helps to make learning memorable and bring it to life. From the nativities in
Reception and Key Stage 1, to the Key Stage 2 performances of a Midsummer Night’s Dream and Robin Hood, all our
children have multiple performance opportunities throughout their learning journey with us. Years 3 and 4 will be
treading the boards next term in a performance of Hoodwinked. St Mary & St John children leave us having built
confidence and key speaking and listening skills.

CREATIVE WRITING

We are incredibly lucky that our children are a captive audience with brilliant imaginations and a real desire to explore
and express themselves creatively. Children in Year 4 recently wrote letters in character, and some went as far as to
translate these letters into runes! In the older years, we have some excellent authors who can transport their reader
to another world. It is a privilege to watch our children take the skills they have been taught and craft another world
to escape to.




WORKING WITH LOCAL ARTISTS

With Ali Moreton as Artist in Residence at school, our children really have learned from the best. Although Jo Acty is
no longer on our site, we continue to tap into her expertise too. There are some beautiful installation mosaics in the
courtyard which Year 5 children collaborated on with Jo. Tom Hunter visited from Magdalen College School to do clay
work with our children, and Lisa Curtis and Mani visited as part of the Year 6 street art project. The Year 6 children
went on a tour of the local area, exploring Art in Action last year and produced some inspiring artwork as a result. As
a ‘Spellbound’ school, we also work closely with The Story Museum, who have delivered training to staff and workshops
for the children. They have really sparked creativity in the children they have worked with. We are continuing to work
with local artists, and welcome all opportunities!

PHOTOGRAPHY

World Art Day Photography Exhibition

World Art Day is celebrated on April 15" to remember Leonardo da Vinci's birthday and
symbolise the global significance of art. Art comes in different forms, from masterpieces
in galleries, and buildings on the streets, to paintings, traditional crafts, sculpture and
photography being just a few examples.

This Year we would like to celebrate this special day by encouraging you to take photos
based on the theme of ‘Our Community’. Please email your photos to the office or even
better, bring in a paper copy and give to Ms Blackwell with your name and class on the
back. There will be an exhibition of all the work in the parent area.

Ideas: Artwork in our community, buildings, events, people and places.

Closing date- Friday 24" March

Note- if you are taking photos of people make sure they are happy to be photographed
and used in a display in school.

IN OTHER NEWS...

27 January 2(

Oxford’s St Mary and St John CE
Primary School invests in energy
efficient classrooms

Solar Power is Go!

We are thrilled to announce that our 130 solar panels are up, ready and producing
solar energy! This investment is a huge move towards reducing our carbon
footprint. In the first few days alone, the panels have produced more energy than
we have consumed, which is great news! We have also invested in battery storage,
so we are able to store unused renewable energy, and sell any excess back to the
grid. This helps reduce the reliance of non-renewable energy sources, such as
fossil fuels. We plan to share our energy production figures with the children on a
regular basis, educating them about sustainable energy.

Astronaut Furniss

We had a special space-themed assembly this week. Jake Motion from House of Fun UK was joined by
local company Space Store to showcase what they offer to the children. They were really enthused to
meet Steve, a real-life space engineer! And even more excited to see Mr Furniss dress up in an astronaut
suit! House of Fun are running space themed holiday camps during February half term. Get in touch via
their website if you'd like to sign up!




Activity Clubs

We offer a huge variety of Activity Clubs after school. In Debating Club, the children are learning great communication
skills, confidence in speaking, and critical thinking skills. In Bollywood Club, they exercise and improve coordination,
whilst having lots of fun! In Outdoor Learning Club, the children helped to check our newly planted trees, adjusting
the stakes and checking they're healthy. What a fun way to gain some great life skills! We prioritise places for Pupil
Premium children, and children who are Young Carers. Get in touch with the office if you’d like more information.

Outdoor Learning

Year 5 started Outdoor Learning this week. The main task was to build a shelter using
tarpaulin, rope and natural resources. The children worked together in their groups creating
wonderful, waterproof shelters. While the children were inside their shelter, Mr Courtney
(our Forest School Lead) poured water all over their shelter to test if they were fit for
purpose. Mr Courtney said: ‘I'm afraid to say all the children stayed dry and did an amazing

job following advice and staying watertight. We'll get them next time!’

Disco time!

Reception: 2:10pm — 3:00pm

Years 1 & 2:3:20pm —4:20pm
Years 3 & 4: 4:40pm — 5:40pm
Years 5 & 6: 6:00pm — 7:00pm

Tickets cost £3 and are available from the PTA Web shop:
https://maryjohnpta.squarespace.com/ Please don't let
finances be a reason not to attend...speak to the office and
we will arrange a ticket for your child.

Parents modelling a love of the arts!

You will have received a Parent Pay earlier in the week, from a group of
parents who are modelling a love of the arts! On March 22nd a group of
professional actors and musicians (many of whom will seem strangely familiar
to you) will be taking over the school hall to perform a cabaret all about the
wild ride that it is being a parent. All ticket proceeds will be split between
SSMJ and Helen and Douglas. More information on the right.

Please do come along and support this venture. Be there, or be square...

Wishing you and your families a lovely weekend!
With best wishes,

:%U(SM' Headteacher

and the St Mary & St John Team
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Let afl that yewde be done in leve...

We are thrilled to invite you to this year’s School Disco, taking place on Friday, 7th February! Building
on the success of last year, we’ll be hosting all year group discos on one exciting evening.

SAT 77 MARCH, 7.50PM

PARENTHOOD

A CABARET OF CHAOS |
ST MARY & ST JOHN'S SCHOOL

An evening of rude and rowdy entertainment
celebrating and commiserating the utterly
baffling experience of parenting.

Featuring scenes, songs and poems from
a motley assortment of professional
actors and singers. Grab your ticket now
before all the babysitters get booked.

In aid of Helen and Douglas House
and SSMJ School

Tickets: £15

Box Office: parenthoodthecabaret@gmail.com

STRICTLY NO CHILDREN ALLOWED!

(f” N St Mary and St John
{ :‘, & Y Church of England Primary School

‘Lot all that you do be done i love

1 Copinthiang 16:14
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Internet Safety
#wakeupwednesday
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Emotionol erocy refors to the oblity to rooognln. understond ond express our feelings effoctively. it plays
o crucicl role in strengthening a child's wellbeing by enhoncing their relotionships ond resilience. However,
emotional literocy Is not necessarily an innate talent, and its development may present challenges. This
guide gives parents and educators procticol tips on supporting children to cultivote this essential skill
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Friendlier February: Wellbeing Segment
We are a day early with the wellbeing calendar this month, but we wanted to share it so that you can access it over the weekend, once February has begun. For more information,
please visit https://actionforhappiness.org/friendly-february where you can click on each day for more activities and ideas!
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