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Friday 28™ February 2025
Dear St Mary & St John Parents and Carers,

We hope you and your families had a lovely half term. It has been lovely to welcome children back to school this week
in the sunshine (and a little rain!).

A new value: COURAGE

The new term brings with it a new value. In our Monday Celebration ‘
Assembly, we introduced COURAGE. We talked about what courage is y i Courage doesn'’t always roar,
and decided that Nelson Mandella was very wise when he described [ : sometimes it's the quiet
courage as ‘not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it.” He said that
brave people are not those who don’t feel afraid, but those face their
fears to overcome them. We had fun trying to guess what different
phobias are — do you know what ‘arachibutyrophobia’ is the fear of?!

voice at the end of the day
whispering 'l will try again
tomorrow”

Curriculum Maps & Knowledge Organisers

Curriculum Maps and Knowledge Organisers. There are some big questions being explored over the coming term- YR:
What does it mean to be alive? Y1: How can we prevent fire? Y2 & Y3: Can one person make a difference? Y4: How
can humankind be more successful in the future? Y5: Do all crimes deserve a punishment? Y6: What are the
consequences of human endeavour? These are some big questions! We hope you enjoy hearing about the children’s
learning as you talk with them at home.

Key vocabulary
[Knowledge Organiser — How can we prevent fire? ] Sustainable

[Knowledge Organiser — Do all crimes deserve a punishment?

Why are we learning about crime and punishment?

Climate change

Renewable

The maps and organisers detail key vocabulary that the children will learn as part of their new topics. Sharing them
with you will hopefully encourage conversation at home about what your child is learning.

What are we learning about this term?

Alongside the enquiry question, we continue to explore topics with a specifically chosen rich text, from a wide range
of diverse authors. These are the main texts for Term 4:
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World Book Day — Thursday 6™ March
Next Thursday, alongside plenty of fun activities in school, the children are invited to
come to school dressed up for World Book Day. However, this doesn't have to be as
i i |
WORLD their favourite book character!

B o O K This year's theme is Read Your Way, so we would like to invite children to Dress Their

Way. Here are some options:

DA Y : - Wear or carry something that represents a book or genre they would like to read.
- Wear or carry something that represents books they enjoy/are currently reading.
6 MARCH 2025 - Wear outfit/comfy clothes you like to wear whilst reading.

- Come in/bring in a plain T-Shirt where other staff and children can write books they
would recommend on! (This is my personal favourite!)

Secondly, we would like to bring back a good old 'Book Swap'. So, on the morning of
World Book Day, your child can bring in some books from home they would like to donate/swap. Then, at drop-off,
some tables will be out on the KS2 playground for families to peruse and 'swap' their books. If you do not have books
to swap, we imagine there will be plenty of additional donations made so you can still come and browse/take a book
from the tables.

Key Stage 2 Playground

Work to develop the Key Stage 2 playground continues. A HUGE thank you to one of our parents who
built 2 workbenches for us during the half term. They are beautiful and will be thoroughly enjoyed
by the older children as a new mud kitchen / laboratory!

We LOVE the logo!!

SHT 77 MARCH. 7.50PM Parenthood

PARENTHOOD On March 22" a group of professional actors and musicians

(many of whom will be familiar to you as they are from the
school community) will be taking over the school hall to

A CABARET OF CHAOS

ST MARY & ST JOHN'S SCHOOL

perform a cabaret all about the wild ride that it is being a
parent. All ticket proceeds will be split between SSMJ and
Helen and Douglas House. Do come along to support!

An evening of rude and rowdy entertainment
celebrating and commiserating the utterly
baffling experience of parenting.

Tickets cost £15 and can be purchased from:
www.chippingnortontheatre.com/events/parenthood
Enquiries:

parenthoodthecabaret@gmail.com

Featuring scenes, songs and poems from
a motley assortment of professional
actors and singers. Grab your ticket now
before all the babysitters get booked.

In aid of Helen and Douglas House
and SSMJ School

~ BOOK TICKETS HERE \
Tickets: £15 f \l

www.chippingnortontheatre.com/events/parenthood
Enquiries: parenthoodthecabaret@gmail.com

Dates for your Diary

Thursday 6™ March: World Book Day - Come as a favourite book character, or
- ‘Dress Your Way'.

‘ Monday 17% & Wednesday 19" March: Parents’ Evening — Information about
STRICTLY MO CHILDREM ALLOWED! - sign up has been sent via ParentPay.

(o 8\ e At s lonin i Friday 215 March: Red Nose Day - Come dressed in red for a £1 donation, noses

Church of England anary School -Hdal“?ﬂvgb{ House
o™ = will be available at the office for £2.
Have a lovely weekend. & With best wishes,
gb(gw' and the St Mary & St John Team
Headteacher
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Mindful March: Wellbeing Segment

For more information, please visit https://actionforhappiness.org/calendar where you can click on each day for more activities and ideas!

SATURDAY

1

Set an
intention to live

with awareness
and kindness

Eat
mindfully.
Appreciate the
taste, texture
and smell of
your food

15

Stop. Breathe.
Notice. Repeat

regularly

Mindful March 2025

Choose a
different route
today and see

what you notice

SUNDAY

Take a full
breath in and
out before you
reply to others

Get really
absorbed with
an interesting or
creative activity

23

Tune into your
feelings, without
judging or trying
to change them

MONDAY

Start today
by appreciating
your body and
that you're alive

17
Look around

and spot three
things you
find unusual
or pleasant

Appreciate your
hands and all
the things they
enable you to do

31

Discover
the joy in the

simple things
of life

ACTION FOR HAPPINESS Happier - Kinder - Together

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY

Notice how Bring to
you speak to mind people
yourself and you care about
choose to use and send love

kind words to them

1
tay fu"y. Listen deeply
present while i
ik - to someone and
e really hear what
cup of tea Gl
they are saying

or coffee

9
Cultivate
a feeling of
loving-kindness
towards others
today

25

Focus your
attention on the
good things you
take for granted

THURSDAY FRIDAY

7

Take three
calm breaths at
regular intervals
during your day

13
Pause to
watch the sky or
clouds for a few
minutes today

21
Focus on Listen to a
what makes piece of music
you and others without doing
happy today anything else

27

Appreciate
nature around

Notice when
you're tired and
take a break as
soon as possible

you, wherever
you are



https://actionforhappiness.org/calendar
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‘Let all that yow do-be done in love’

gy 5110 1 Corinthians 16:14
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