Curriculum Map- Year 5 Term 4

Crime and Punishment
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Knowledge Organiser — Do all crimes deserve a punishment?
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Why are we learning about crime and punishment?
We are studying this topic because it helps us to understand how society has changed
over the last 1000 years. What to do to punish and also to prevent crime has always
been a difficult problem to solve. By having a clear idea as to what has been tried and
tested in the past, you will develop an informed opinion on this important issue facing
society. You will notice that each period in history has its own problems. Some
experiments work for a short time and are then replaced, while others last much
longer. We will also discuss what new punishments the future might bring in the hope

of reducing crime.
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Key vocabulary

Deterrent To discourage someone from
doing something.
Execution A sentence of death

Highwaymen

Criminals who would rob
people while they were
travelling. This was very
common during the Stuart
and Georgian periods.

Top takeaways

In this topic you will learn:

1. How the nature of crimes and punishments changed over 1000 years and be able to place the main
ones in chronological order

2. How some punishments were introduced for a short time and then replaced with others

3. How society’s attitude to crime has changed over time and has become less harsh

4. Some punishments that we think have been around for hundreds of years are actually relatively
recent

5. Changes in society often bring about an increase in crime

6. That new crimes are always appearing, such as cyber crime, causing the police to learn new methods

Judge Someone who is in charge of
a trial in court.

Jury A group of people who would
listen to the facts in a trial
and decide if the person is
guilty or not guilty.

Treason A crime against the King,
Queen or the government.

Victim A person who has suffered.

Trial A judge and jury listen to

evidence in a court to decide
whether a person is guilty of a
crime.

Feeling Curious?

BBC Bitesize: Crime and Punishment

School Learning Zone: Crime and Punishment

The National Archives: Crime and Punishment



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8w3n9q
https://school-learningzone.co.uk/key_stage_two/ks2_history/british_history_/crime_and_punishment/crime_and_punishment.html
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/crime-punishment/
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