
Curriculum Map- Year 5 Term 4                                                Crime and Punishment

English Reading
High Rise 
Mystery by 
Sharna Jackson

Writing
The Highwayman
Poem by Alfred 
Noyes

Humanities 
History
Crime and Punishment
Changes in social history 
focusing on crime and 
punishment from the Anglo-
Saxons to the present day.  

Music
Focus: Beat, active listening 
(singing game, musical signals, 
movement), 20th century classical 
music.

Religious Education and 
World Views

Religion Focus: Christianity 

How significant is it for Christians 
to believe that God intended for 
Jesus to die? 

Art and Design
Working in 3D
Create a model set for theatre or 
animation inspired by the 
Highwayman.

Maths

Decimals
Perimeter and Area
Statistics

Science
Forces
Gravity
Air resistance
Water resistance
Friction

Computing
Stop-motion Animation linked to 
our art and design topic. 

Design and Technology
To continue making a Tote Bag 
using tie dye completed in term 
3. Using applique and sewing 
skill.

Physical Education

Invasion Games
Ultimate Frisbee

Personal, Social and Health 
Education and RSHE
Healthy Me.

Value - Courage 

Enrichment and Learning 
Exhibition
Year 5 Learning Exhibition –

20th March 2026 @ 09:00.

Athletics with Oxford University –

13th March 2026- PM



Knowledge Organiser – Do all crimes deserve a punishment? 

Why are we learning about crime and punishment?

We are studying this topic because it helps us to understand how society has changed 

over the last 1000 years.  What to do to punish and also to prevent crime has always 

been a difficult problem to solve. By having a clear idea as to what has been tried and 

tested in the past, you will develop an informed opinion on this important issue facing 

society. You will notice that each period in history has its own problems. Some 

experiments work for a short time and are then replaced, while others last much 

longer. We will also discuss what new punishments the future might bring in the hope 

of reducing crime. 



Feeling Curious?

BBC Bitesize: Crime and Punishment

School Learning Zone: Crime and Punishment

The National Archives: Crime and Punishment

Key vocabulary

Deterrent To discourage someone from 
doing something.

Execution A sentence of death

Highwaymen Criminals who would rob 
people while they were 
travelling. This was very 
common during the Stuart 
and Georgian periods.

Judge Someone who is in charge of 
a trial in court. 

Jury A group of people who would 
listen to the facts in a trial 
and decide if the person is 
guilty or not guilty.

Treason A crime against the King, 
Queen or the government.

Victim A person who has suffered.

Trial A judge and jury listen to 
evidence in a court to decide 
whether a person is guilty of a 
crime.

Top takeaways 

In this topic you will learn: 

1. How the nature of crimes and punishments changed over 1000 years and be able to place the main 

ones in chronological order 

2. How some punishments were introduced for a short time and then replaced with others 

3. How society’s attitude to crime has changed over time and has become less harsh 

4. Some punishments that we think have been around for hundreds of years are actually relatively 

recent 

5. Changes in society often bring about an increase in crime 

6. That new crimes are always appearing, such as cyber crime, causing the police to learn new methods

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8w3n9q
https://school-learningzone.co.uk/key_stage_two/ks2_history/british_history_/crime_and_punishment/crime_and_punishment.html
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/crime-punishment/
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