
Curriculum Map - Reception Term 4                 What does it mean to be alive?

Value - Courage
Being brave as we model risk taking and mistake-making.

Enrichment 
Stay and Play on : Tuesday 1st April 
Nature walk to Aston’s Eyot in small groups (Parent volunteers most welcome)

Creating and thinking critically 
(Thinking)
Having their own ideas (creative thinking)
Making links (building theories)
Working with ideas (critical thinking)

Active Learning (Motivation)
Being involved and concentrating
Keeping on trying
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do

Playing and Exploring (Engagement)
Finding out and exploring
Playing with what they know
Being will to “have a go”

Throughout all our learning we will focus on the Characteristics of Learning:

Physical Development
Gross motor
Body strength, balance, coordination and agility
Being increasingly independent - getting changed after PE
Being confident to button and zip coats and take shoes on and off

Fine motor
Continuing to develop fine motor skills so that children can use a 
range of tools competently, safely and confidently.  
Holding pencil in the tripod grip to form letters and words

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

Celebrating Differences - respect for similarity and difference
Learning to consider other people’s feelings and build constructive 
and respectful relationships                      
Learning to manage our personal hygiene independently, change 
for PE and Forest School
Looking after our personal belongings 

Communication and Language
Continuing to develop our listening skills and understand why 
listening is important
Learning and using new vocabulary throughout the day
Listening to and talking about stories to build on our 
understanding                                        
Learning new songs and rhymes
Using questions to help us to find out more
Learning and rehearsing songs for the Nativity play, ready to 
perform to a live audience

Prime Areas
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Literacy
Comprehension
Rereading books with known sounds to build 
confidence, fluency, understanding and 
enjoyment
Gain confidence in retelling stories
Anticipating key events in stories which 
follower a similar structure to know tales.

Word Reading - Rocket Phonics

Grapheme-phoneme correspondences 
introduced (digraphs)
ch/ as in chick 
/sh/ as in sheep 
/th/ as in thumb and feather 
/n+g/ as in ring 
/ai/ as in train 
/ee/ as in bee 
/igh/ as in light 
/oa/ as in boat short /oo/ as in book long /oo/ 
as in moon 

Two-syllable words 
Common exception words
he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, they, 
all, are

Writing
Starting to segment words and to break them 
into sounds
Attempting to write labels and captions

Mathematics

Building on 9 and 10
Finding 9 and 10
Comparing numbers to 10
Representing numbers to 10
Conceptual subitising to 10
1 more
1 less
Composition to 10
Making arrangements of 10
Bonds to 10
Doubles to 10
Exploring even and odd

Exploring 3D shapes
Recognise 3D shapes
Find 2D shapes within 3D shapes
Using 3D shapes for tasks
3D shapes in the environment
Identify more complex patterns
Copy and continue patterns

Expressive Arts and 
Design

Creating with materials
Drawing from our imagination and 
observation.

Being imaginative and expressive
Exploring a range of stories, songs and 
nursery rhymes from around the world
Continuing to share and celebrate our 
creations, explaining the processes we 
have used.
Using percussion instruments.

Understanding the World
Past and Present                                                     
Exploring how life on Earth has changed 
throughout history.                                                
Discussing animals that are now extinct, and 
how living things have evolved over time. 

The Natural World                                                            
Learning about different environments around 
the world.                                                                         
Sharing non-fiction texts that offer an insight 
to contrasting environments.                                
Learning to recognise some similarities and 
differences between life in this country and life 
in other countries. Observing the effect of 
changing seasons and climates on animal 
behaviour.

People, Culture and Communities           
Learning about people and communities 
around the world.  

                                                                                    
RE focus - 

What is Easter?

Signs of Spring

Eid al-Fitr.

Specific Areas
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The Story of Life by Catherine Barr 
and Steve Williams

The Snail and the Whale is a beautifully written rhyming story about a tiny snail who longs to see the world. She 
hitches a ride on the tail of a friendly whale, and together they embark on an exciting adventure across oceans, 
icebergs, and volcanoes. When the whale gets into trouble, the little snail proves that even the smallest creature 
can make a big difference.

This story introduces themes of friendship, courage, and helping others. It also supports early learning in 
understanding the natural world, exploring different habitats, sea life, and travel. The book encourages discussions 
about kindness, perseverance, and how everyone, no matter their size, has something valuable to offer.

The Story of Life by Catherine Barr is a beautifully illustrated non-fiction book that introduces young children to 
evolution in a simple and engaging way. It takes readers on a journey from the first tiny organisms in the ocean to 
the incredible diversity of life on Earth today. The book explores key moments in history, including the age of 
dinosaurs, the rise of mammals, and the evolution of humans, showing how living things adapt and change over 
time. This book encourages curiosity about nature and supports early science learning by introducing basic 
concepts of life and evolution. 

Tyrannosaurus Drip by Julia Donaldson is a fun and engaging rhyming story about a gentle, plant-eating dinosaur 
who accidentally hatches in a nest of fierce, meat-eating Tyrannosaurs. Feeling out of place, Drip struggles to fit in 
with his new family, who expect him to be fierce like them. However, he soon discovers his own strengths and 
finds where he truly belongs.

This story introduces young children to themes of identity, belonging, and celebrating differences. It also supports 
early science learning by exploring dinosaurs, habitats, and the differences between herbivores and carnivores. 
The story encourages discussions about kindness, resilience, and being true to oneself, helping children reflect on 
their own unique qualities and friendships.

The Snail and  the Whale by 
Julia Donaldson

Tyrannosaurus Drip by Julia 
Donaldson



Feeling Curious?
Books:
The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl
Hairy Maclary by Lynley Dodd

Resources and Websites
Dice games, dominoes, Happy Families, Snap, Dobble
www.learningandexploringthroughplay.com
https://theimaginationtree.com
www.topmarks.co.uk

Key vocabulary/ language

alive needs

living plant

non-living animal

grow human

change habitat

breathe nature

move energy

eat life cycle

drink adapt

Extreme Animals is a fascinating non-fiction book that introduces young 
children to some of the most incredible creatures on Earth. It explores how 
animals survive in extreme environments, from the freezing Arctic to the 
scorching desert. With fun facts and engaging illustrations, the book explains 
the unique adaptations that help these animals thrive in harsh conditions.

This book encourages curiosity about the natural world and supports early 
science learning by introducing concepts of habitats, survival, and animal 
characteristics. It sparks discussions about resilience, adaptation, and the 
diversity of life on our planet.

Extreme Animals by Nicola 
Davies

http://www.learningandexploringthroughplay.com
https://theimaginationtree.com
http://www.topmarks.co.uk

