
Curriculum Map- Reception Term 1                                              Getting to know you

Value - Love
Love of learning, love of  others, love of the world around 
us

Enrichment 

Stay and Play on Tuesday 20th October 2026 8:35 am-9.10am 

Creating and thinking critically 
(Thinking)
Having their own ideas (creative thinking)
Making links (building theories)
Working with ideas (critical thinking)

Active Learning (Motivation)
Being involved and concentrating
Keeping on trying
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do

Playing and Exploring (Engagement)
Finding out and exploring
Playing with what they know
Being will to “have a go”

Throughout all our learning we will focus on the Characteristics of Learning:

Physical Development
Gross motor
Dance and movement to rhymes and songs
Yoga skills
Movement and ball skills (e.g. hopping, skipping, 
jumping)

Fine motor
Independent eating using cutlery
Showing preference for dominant hand
Using scissors to make cuts in paper.      

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 
Making new friends
Understanding class rules and routine
Role play in the home corner
Sharing and taking turns
Class rules and routines
Thinking about others
Looking after our bodies                                                                                                                  
Looking after our environment
Understanding own feelings 

Communication and Language
Introducing signs to show that we are listening, and 
ways to be a good speaker
Sharing things about us e.g. favourite things, our 
families, our feelings 
Making new friends Discussing and describing smells, 
sounds, textures, tastes and sights
Working on 2 part instructions
Singing a wide range of songs  

Prime Areas



Curriculum Map- Reception Term 1                                              Getting to know you

Literacy
Comprehension

Understanding the 5 key concepts of print: 
-understanding that print relays a message

-knowledge about book orientation and 
directionality of print

-book handling (e.g. holding a book right way 
up, turning pages)

-emerging knowledge of the alphabet.

-awareness of books, pages, words and letters

Beginning to read books with learnt sounds in

Listening to stories to support understanding

Word Reading - Rocket Phonics

Grapheme-phoneme correspondences 
introduced /s/ as in sun 
/a/ as in apple          /t/ as in tap 
/i/ as in insect          /p/ as in pan 
/n/ as in net            /m/ as in mouse 
/d/ as in dog            /g/ as in goat 
/o/ as in octopus     /k/ as in cat 
/k/ as in kite
Common exception words
I, the, to, go, no, into

Writing

Learning to write the sounds being learnt from 
Rocket Phonics

Mathematics
Getting to know you
Sing number songs and rhymes
Counting different objects as a set, one object 
one item.
Play counting games, count at circle time.
Play counting games linked to topic, e.g., how 
many windows in the fire truck?
Just Like Me!
Matching and sorting comparing amounts.
Number walks -how many numbers can you 
find?
Exploring pattern         

Expressive Arts and 
Design
Creating with materials
Self-portrait collage project
Family tree craft
Rothko inspired mood paintings 
Rainbow feelings plates  Silhouette portraits 
Kandinsky inspired musical paintings
Textured names
Colour mixing
Tree bark rubbings
Fruit and vegetable printing
House designs

Being imaginative and expressive
Exploring the different sounds of instruments 
Role-playing with peers based on real-life 
examples e.g. home corner         

Understanding the World
Past and Present 
Exploring and becoming familiar with the 
classroom, outside space and school 
Talking about our families, people in our school 
and the wider community

Considering difference and similarities 
between our families

The Natural World
Exploring Autumn and Harvest

People, Culture and Communities
Homes around the world 

                                                                                                                     
RE focus

Special people-family, friends, role models, 
Jesus and Moses.

Specific Areas



Knowledge Organiser – What makes people special?

                  

All Are Welcome    
Alexandra Penfold    

This term, we are delighted to introduce The Family Book by Todd Parr to the children. This colourful and engaging book 

celebrates all types of families, emphasising that no matter what a family looks like, the most important thing is the love and 

care shared between its members.

The Family Book helps children understand that families come in all shapes and sizes—some have two moms or two dads, 

some have many siblings, and some have none—but all families are special. It’s a wonderful way to foster acceptance, 

understanding, and pride in our own unique family units. We’re excited to share this joyful book with the children and use it 

as a starting point for discussions about the many different ways families can be structured, all of which deserve respect and 

celebration.

This term, we are excited to share the beautiful story All Are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold with the children. This 

heartwarming book celebrates diversity and inclusion, showing a vibrant school community where every child is embraced, 

no matter their background, appearance, or abilities.

Through its cheerful illustrations and positive message, All Are Welcome teaches children that our differences make us 

special, and that everyone deserves to feel safe, valued, and welcome. It’s a wonderful way to reinforce the importance of 

kindness, acceptance, and friendship—values we hold dear in our classroom. We look forward to exploring these themes 

with the children and encouraging them to appreciate the diverse world around them.

We will be exploring The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas, a beautifully illustrated story that helps young children understand 
and manage their emotions. In this delightful book, the Colour Monster's feelings are depicted as different colours, making it 
easier for children to recognise and express their own emotions. Through the journey of the Colour Monster, children learn 
about happiness, sadness, anger, fear, and calmness, and how these feelings can sometimes mix together, just like colours. 
This story provides a gentle and engaging way to start conversations with your child about their emotions and to help them 
navigate their feelings in a positive way. We encourage you to read this book together at home and explore the wonderful 
world of colours and emotions.

The Family Book 
Todd Parr  

The Colour Monster  
Anna Llenas    



Feeling Curious?
Links to useful websites/resources/books -
Susan Laughs by Jeanne Willis, The Noisy Paintbox by Barb Rosenstock
Squash and a squeeze By Julia Donaldson 

Green Eggs and Ham By Dr Seuss
This is our house! By Michael Rosen.
The Five Senses By Aliki
Dice games, dominoes, Happy Families, Snap, Dobble
www.learningandexploringthroughplay.com
https://theimaginationtree.com
www.topmarks.co.uk

Key vocabulary

Family Angry

Friend Frustrated 

Feelings Disappointed 

Happy Colours (associated with 
the Colour Monsters)

Sad Emotions

Worried The human body - arms, 
legs, hands,feet and 
organs.

Scared Home and house.

Nervous/anxious Five senses- sight, hearing, 
touch, taste, smell 

Excited The four seasons - Spring, 
Summer, Autumn & 
Winter

We will introduce the children to Inside Your Outside by Tish Rabe. This 
engaging and educational book takes young readers on a delightful adventure 
inside the human body, exploring how our amazing systems and organs work 
together.

Through vibrant illustrations and simple, fun text, the book helps children learn 
about anatomy and health in a way that is both entertaining and easy to 
understand. It provides a great introduction to the concepts of how our bodies 
function and stay healthy.

We look forward to sharing this fascinating book with the children and 
encouraging their curiosity about the incredible things happening inside their 
own bodies!

Inside Your Outside
Tish Rabe

http://www.learningandexploringthroughplay.com
https://theimaginationtree.com
http://www.topmarks.co.uk

