
Curriculum Map- Year 5 Term 1  The Vikings and Anglo-Saxons                                           

English

Reading
Viking Voyagers
Jack Tite

Writing
The 1,000 Year Old Boy
Ross Welford
Writing to entertain:
Setting and character 
description
Writing to inform:
Report

Humanities 
–Geography and History
The Vikings and Anglo-Saxons
The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for 
the Kingdom of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor.
Viking raids and invasion Resistance by 
Alfred the Great and Athelstan, first king 
of England. Further Viking invasions and 
Danegeld Anglo-Saxon laws and justice
Edward the Confessor and his death in 
1066.

Music
What shall we do with a drunken sailor?
Exploring sea shanties. 

Religious Education and 
World Views
Sikhism
Belief into action. How far would a Sikh 
go for his or her religion? 

Art and Design
Working in 3D 

Explore Viking Longships and dragon prow 
meaning. Create a 3D sculpture in clay.  

Maths
Place value 

Addition and subtraction 

Science
Properties and changes of materials
Compare and group together everyday 
materials on the basis of their properties.
Know that some materials will dissolve in 
liquid to form a solution, and describe 
how to recover a substance from a 
solution. 

Computing
Vector Diagrams Design and Technology

Woodwork project.
Use a wide range of tools and equipment 
to perform practical tasks - measuring, 
cutting, shaping, joining and finishing

Physical Education
Swimming 
Invasion Games - Football and Netball

Personal, Social and Health 
Education and RSHE
Being in My World

Value - Love
Love of learning, love of others, love of 
the world around us.  

Enrichment and Learning 
Exhibition
Learning Exhibition - Friday 9th October
2026

Spanish
Phonetic knowledge and pupils will develop 
their speaking, listening, reading and writing 
skills by learning vocabulary for the seasons, 
describing seasonal weather and expressing 
simple opinions in Spanish.



Knowledge Organiser – Do the Vikings deserve their negative reputation?

Class Reader
The 1,000 Year Old

Boy
Ross Welford

Alfie Monk is like any 

other nearly teenage 

boy – except he’s 

1,000 years old and 

can remember the last 

Viking invasion of 

England.

The Invasion Journey 
To make the journey from Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden, the Vikings had to make a treacherous 
journey across the North Sea. They were expert 
boat builders. We know what their boats looked 
like from examples that archaeologists have 
discovered. 

Anglo-Saxon Kings 
The kings of Anglo-Saxon Britain each ruled their 
own kingdom and the people in it. They fought to 
defend their kingdom or take control of other 
kingdoms. When the Anglo-Saxons first settled in 
Britain, there were seven kingdoms, but by AD 
878 there was just one kingdom left (Wessex) as 
the others had been overrun by the Vikings. Many 
Anglo-Saxon kings tried to resist the Vikings and 
fought hard to keep control of their land. King 
Alfred the Great was the best known Anglo-Saxon 
king and the first to defeat the Vikings in battle.

The Early Vikings
The Vikings came from the modern Scandinavian 
countries of Denmark, Norway and Sweden. They 
travelled in boats called longships and first arrived 
in Britain around AD 787. The Vikings raided places 
such as monasteries and pillaged expensive items 
to trade. They were looking for valuable goods like 
gold and jewels, imported foods and other useful 
materials.

The Vikings also wanted to claim land and tried to 
take over much of Britain. They invaded and settled 
in Scotland before heading south to places such as 
York. By AD 878 the Vikings had settled 
permanently in Britain



Feeling Curious?

BBC Bitesize Vikings

Britannica Kids: Vikings

National Geographic: Meet the Vikings

Key vocabulary

archaeologist someone who finds items 
from the past to learn about 
what life was like

Wessex an area in the south of 
England ruled by the Anglo -
Saxons

tribe a group of people who belong 
to the same culture

society the people who live in a place 
and their way of life

settlement a place where people 
establish a community

runes the symbols used as letters of 
the Viking alphabet

raiders people who attack, then take 
what they find away with 
them

kingdom an area ruled by a king or 
queen 

invaders people who attack and try to 
take land from other people

Norse Gods and Myths

The Vikings believed in many different gods and goddesses and told fantastic stories – known as Norse myths – about 
their battles with monsters and each other. Let’s meet some of them…

Odin
King of all the gods and the god of battle, one-eyed Odin’s name means ‘furious one’ in the Old Norse language. He 
caused battles on Earth by hurling his magic spear, Gungnir, to the ground, and he rode an eight-legged horse called 
Sleipnir. 
Thor
Odin’s burly son Thor was the god of physical strength and thunder – he was the common people’s favourite! Thor 
made lightning by throwing his magic hammer, called Mjollnir. Viking men wore a charm of Thor’s hammer around 
their necks for good luck. They believed that claps of thunder were the sound of his chariot’s wheels! 
Hel
Hel (meaning ‘hidden or concealed’) was the giant goddess of Helheim, the Viking underworld, where people went 
when they died. Her lower half was purely skeleton! Hel’s ferocious dog Garmr protected the entrance to Helheim. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/Vikings/277601
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/primary-resource/vikings-primary-resource/
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