
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 
 
 

Dear St Mary and St John Children, Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to a brand-new school year!  
We hope you’ve had a joyful and restful summer, with time for relaxation, play and making 
special memories with family and friends. With just a couple of days left before we start, we’re 
looking forward to seeing you all very soon. 
 

Logistics 
 

Looking Ahead to Thursday 
We are excited to welcome the children back on Thursday morning. We also know that the 
beginning of a new school year can bring some nerves - for children and adults! Please rest 
assured that all staff are ready to support your children with care and kindness as they transition 
back into school life.  
 
Morning Routines & Start Times 
• Gates open: 8:35am 
• Learning starts promptly: 8:50am (gates close at this time) 
• Children can enter through any school gate (Bedford Street or Meadow Lane) 
• We ask that Key Stage 2 families (Years 3–6) continue to say goodbye at the KS2 
playground gate. 
 
Reception (Redwood & Cedar) 
Reception children can be accompanied into the cloakroom area via door next to the orchard. 
Staff will be available to guide you. Please leave promptly to allow staff to settle the children 
gently and quickly. 
 
Year 1 (Chestnut & Willow) 
Year 1 staff will meet children at their classroom doors, accessible through the small gate beside 
the field. Staff will be there to guide you on Thursday. 
 
Year 2 (Oak and Ash) 
Please drop off children at the boiler room gate. 
 
This time of day is vital for a calm and connected start. Teachers use it to check in with children 
and begin morning tasks that are tailored to individual needs. For some children—especially 
those new to the school—a reassuring hand to hold makes all the difference, and that’s okay in 
these early weeks. 
 

Supporting families 
 

Thursday Coffee Mornings 
Mrs Khan, our Home School Link Worker, hosts a drop in every Thursday morning from 8:50-
9:50am…including this week! Drop in whenever you can — even if it’s just for a few minutes. 
Come and relax, enjoy a coffee and some cake, have a chat, and get to know other parents in a 
friendly, welcoming space. A lovely chance to share experiences, make connections, or simply 
take a breather. Everyone is very welcome — we’d love to see you! 



Financial Support  
If you are facing financial pressures due to rising food or fuel costs, please get in touch 
confidentially via the school office: office.3834@ssmj.oxon.sch.uk 

 
Your child may be eligible for Pupil Premium funding, which could assist with some school costs. 

 
Wrap Around Care 
Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club starts at 8:00am in the small school hall and must be booked in advance via Arbor. 
This is so that we can staff it appropriately. If you are new to the school, please book via the 
school office, giving 24 hours’ notice so that we can adequately staff the club. If you think 
Breakfast Club could benefit your child, please speak with their class teacher or contact the 
school office.  
 
After School Club 
Reception & Year 1 
Held in the small hall (next to the office). Pick-up is from the external small hall doors. 
 
Years 2-6 
Held in the main school hall (Monday-Thursday). Pick-up is from the fire doors near the car park. 
 
Fridays: All children are together in the small hall for After School Club. 
 
Activity Clubs 
Details about our after-school activity clubs and how to sign up will be shared during the first 
week of term. They will begin the week commencing 14th September. Please keep an eye out 
for this information via email. Please note that we do not run activity clubs for Reception 
children during Terms 1 and 2 
 
Meet the Teachers: 16th September 2026 
These sessions are a chance to meet staff, visit classrooms and hear about routines, expectations 
and learning for each year group. There will be two identical sessions, one at 3:40pm and one 
at 4:15pm 
 
If you are unable to attend, we will share the key information and the term’s curriculum maps 
via email and the class pages of our website. 
 
 

Wider School News 
 

What Are We Learning About This Term? 
As we start the year, each year group will begin exploring their first enquiry of the year. 
Curriculum Maps and Knowledge Organisers were shared before the summer via email, and the 
children will be investigating some big questions: 
 
Reception – What makes people special? 
Year 1 – How do stories shape our world? 
Year 2 – How is being part of a family important? 
Year 3 – What do human beings need to survive? Do we need art and why? 
Year 4 – What is worth striving for? 
Year 5 – Do the Vikings deserve their negative reputation? 
Year 6 – How have world wars affected people’s lives? 
 
At St Mary & St John, stories very much sit at the heart of our learning. Carefully chosen, high-
quality texts help to capture children’s imaginations, introduce new ideas and provide a rich 
starting point for exploring learning across the curriculum. They give children something to 
wonder about, talk about and make connections with as their understanding develops. 
 

After 
School 
Clubs 
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The key texts bringing this term’s learning to life are: 
 
Reception – The Colour Monster 
Year 1 – The Awongalema Tree 
Year 2 – The Minpins 
Year 3 – Stone Age Boy 
Year 4 – Escape from Pompeii 
Year 5 – The 1,000-Year-Old Boy 
Year 6 – When the Sky Falls 
 
These carefully chosen books will provide a rich starting point for discussion, imagination and 
learning across the curriculum. 
 
We are always keen to make the most of the wonderful knowledge, skills and experiences within 
our school community. If you have a particular interest or expertise that links to one of this 
term’s topics, please get in touch with your child’s teacher. Our children love learning from 
members of our wider SSMJ family and hearing first-hand from people with real-life experience. 
 
 
 
We are really looking forward to seeing everyone bright and early on Thursday morning and 
starting another exciting year of learning, growth and community together. 
 
Our school vision continues to guide us in everything we do: “Let all that you do be done in 
love.” As we begin a new year together, we look forward to living this out across our school 
community each day. 

 
 

 
With best wishes, 

 
and the St Mary and St John Team 

 
  



Internet Safety 
Returning to school after a break can be a significant adjustment for children and young people, particularly when 
routines, concentration and social confidence need time to rebuild. The #WakeUpWednesday guide supports 
families, carers and education professionals with practical ways to make the transition smoother. Access the guide 
here. 

 

https://vist.ly/5g6hq


Wellbeing Segment: Self-Care September 
As we start the new acadeic year, we have a new wellbeing calendar to share. Welcome to Self-Care September. Today’s suggestion is to find time for self-care. ‘It’s not selfish, 

it’s essential.’ This maybe easier you the grown ups to do once the children return to school on Thursday!        
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https://www.calendarpedia.co.uk/


 

 

St Mary and St John CE Primary School: Big Dates* 
 

 

Term 1 2026-2027 
 

Date What’s on 

Tuesday 1st and 
Wednesday 2nd September 

INSET for school staff 
Training days for school staff – school is not open to children 

Thursday 3rd September WELCOME BACK! 
The 2026-2027 Academic Year begins for the children 

Wednesday 16th 
September 

Meet the Teacher 
3:30pm and 4:15pm (one presentation, repeated for families who have more than 1 child in school) 

Friday 25th September The Great SSMJ Bake Off! 

More details to follow 😊  

Monday 12th and 
Wednesday 14th October 

Teacher Consultations 
Booking information will be shared in October 

Friday 23rd October Term 1 ends for October half term: 3:20pm 

 
*All dates are subject to change – we will update as soon as possible if dates must be altered. 

 


